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DRAFT SUMMARY RECORD OF THE FOURTH 
EUROPEAN UNION WATER INITIATIVE PLUS (EUWI+) 

REGIONAL STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

6 JULY 2021, VIRTUAL FORMAT 
 
 

This document was prepared by the Project team at the OECD with input from all implementing partners. 
The draft version was circulated to all participants on 30 July 2021 for comment. A written procedure was 
used to approve the report. 

 
General Overview 
 

1. The fourth Regional Steering Committee Meeting of the "European Union Water Initiative Plus 
(EUWI+) for the Eastern Partnership" aimed to discuss the results of project implementation since 
2016 and the future priorities for water management in EaP countries. It was structured around four 
Agenda items (see Annex A for Agenda). The meeting was attended by over 70 participants from all 
partner countries (Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Georgia, Republic of Moldova and Ukraine), the 
European Commission, stakeholders including the European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development (EBRD), the Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum (EaP CSF), representatives from 
the Environmental Monitoring for the Black Sea (EMBLAS) project, and the implementing partners 
(see Annex B for LoP). 

2. The action is funded by the European Union and implemented by the OECD, UNECE (Result 1) and 
an EU Member States Consortium of Austria and France (Results 2 and 3). It was launched in 
September 2016 and will conclude in July 2021.  

Agenda Item 1: Opening and Welcoming Remarks 
 

3. Participants took note of welcoming remarks from Dr. Michael Rupp, European Commission, 
Directorate-General for Neighbourhood and Enlargement Negotiations (DG NEAR). Dr Rupp 
reconfirmed better water management in Eastern Partnership countries as one of the top priorities for 
EU support. He noted that National Policy Dialogues had shown the horizontal nature of water, 
touching all parts of the economy and stakeholders throughout the course of EUWI+. Dr Rupp stated 
that future EU support will look to accelerate and scale up activities on the journey towards better 
water management in the EaP countries. Dr Rupp announced the recent publication of a Joint Staff 
Working Document1 “Recovery, resilience and reform: post 2020 Eastern Partnership priorities”. 
Resilience and the green transition are at the centre of the future cooperation within the Eastern 
Partnership, with socio-economic recovery following the COVID-19 pandemic, competitive and 
sustainable economies and connectivity reported as immediate priorities. With the overall objective of 

                                                      
1 https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-
homepage_en/101173/Joint%20Staff%20Working%20Document%20-
%20Recovery,%20resilience%20and%20reform:%20post%202020%20Eastern%20Partnership%20priorities 
 

https://www.oecd.org/env/outreach/euwi/fourth-euwi-steering-committee-draft-annotated-agenda-ENG.pdf
https://www.oecd.org/env/outreach/euwi/fourth-euwi-steering-committee-participants.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/neighbourhood-enlargement/sites/default/files/eap_joint_staff_working_document_2021_en.pdf
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage_en/101173/Joint%20Staff%20Working%20Document%20-%20Recovery,%20resilience%20and%20reform:%20post%202020%20Eastern%20Partnership%20priorities
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage_en/101173/Joint%20Staff%20Working%20Document%20-%20Recovery,%20resilience%20and%20reform:%20post%202020%20Eastern%20Partnership%20priorities
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage_en/101173/Joint%20Staff%20Working%20Document%20-%20Recovery,%20resilience%20and%20reform:%20post%202020%20Eastern%20Partnership%20priorities
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strengthening resilience and generating concrete benefits to the people, the post-2020 agenda will be 
structured around two pillars: (i) investment, to be supported by an economic and investment plan; 
and (ii) governance. These will be supported through the EU’s various tools and modalities, including 
the new Neighbourhood, Development and International Cooperation Instrument (NDICI)-Global 
Europe instrument and the Team Europe initiatives. Inspired by the EU Green Deal, long term 
investments will aim to strengthen resilience, and align with the “build back better” and “do no 
significant harm” agendas. The “whole of economy approach” will aim to decouple economic growth 
from resource use, stop environmental degradation and pursue climate neutrality by 2050. The 
document includes a “Top Ten Targets” where water features prominently.    

4. Mr. Georg Rebernig, Managing Director, Austrian Environment Agency, recalled the significant 
progress since EUWI+ began in 2016. In particular, he focussed on the networks established within 
partner countries across ministries, the expert community and sector stakeholders. Mr Rebernig 
thanked EaP countries, DG NEAR and partners for working with trust and a willingness to progress 
and reform the water sectors. Mr Rebernig looked towards the follow-up project and stated the desire 
to build on the many achievements under EUWI+.  

5. Mr. Eric Tardieu, General Director, International Office for Water, noted the significant cooperation 
under EUWI+ since 2016. Mr Tardieu reflected on the important engagement of stakeholders in project 
activity and the numbers of products produced and published. Mr Tardieu noted the unprecedented 
efforts and outreach in terms of communication and visibility reaching more than 50,000 people, and 
with regards to River Basin Management Planning, reported engagement of over 1000 participants in 
57 stakeholder meetings including 100 experts from the 6 EaP countries. Mr Tardieu noted that EUWI+ 
had demonstrated the robustness and flexibility of the EU’s Water Framework Directive and River 
Basin Planning principle to support transboundary water management and climate change adaptation. 

6. The draft meeting agenda was adopted without amendment (Annex A agenda) 

7. The EUWI+ video was shown to participants.  

Agenda Item 2: Country Progress and Regional Cooperation 
 

8. The OECD team opened session 2 with a presentation that built on the baseline analysis presented 
in the first EUWI+ steering committee meeting in 2017. Key messages discussed the need to build on 
progress achieved during EUWI+, addressing the general decline in public budget expenditure in the 
water sector, the importance of policy coherence and addressing fragmented sectoral strategies, the 
need for prioritised investment programmes supported by practical financing strategies and the 
challenges of accessing finance post-COVID. See Annex C for the PPT.  

9. The EUWI+ team reported project results and progress for each country in turn and for each result 
area. The countries responded after each presentation on how they experienced the EU support 
received under this project and on future priorities. Following the six country presentations, regional 
progress and communication and visibility results were reported. The progress report presentation can 
be found in Annex D. 

10. The Steering Committee members broadly endorsed progress achieved and thanked the EU for its 
support to the reform process and the project team for the exchange of experience, knowhow and 
cooperation. Key interventions are summarised as follows: 

a. Armenia expressed desire for further support to policy and legal reforms through the National 
Policy Dialogue, the need to strengthen basin councils and capacity, progression of CEPA 
roadmap implementation and the need to promote better alignment of sectoral investment 
plans to improve the cost-effectiveness of RBMP implementation. 

https://www.oecd.org/env/outreach/euwi/fourth-euwi-steering-committee-draft-annotated-agenda-ENG.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rr-Pr-Mf85A
https://www.slideshare.net/OECD_ENV/oecd-euwi-overview
https://www.slideshare.net/OECD_ENV/master-ppt-whole-project-report-2021
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b. Azerbaijan focussed on the progress made in training and capacity development under 
EUWI+. Experts have benefited from training and development on a range of issues including 
laboratory analysis, as Azerbaijan’s water sector moves towards international standards. It 
was noted that data quality has improved which helps inform experts and decision-making 
processes. It was noted that as a water scarce country, significant opportunity for future 
cooperation exists in Azerbaijan, in particular concerning regulatory frameworks and 
regulations that are currently lacking to support the approximation to EU standards.  

c. Belarus noted the broad progress made under EUWI+ with regard to strengthening water 
management in the context of climate change. It was noted EUWI+ objectives were well 
aligned with national priorities and the project provided opportunities for national experts to 
expand their knowledge and also for regional exchange on issues of common concern. It was 
stated that some issues were encountered regarding data exchange, particularly with 
hydrological data which is not publically available and efforts will continue in this domain to 
improve coordination. Public awareness on the importance of water management and 
conservation has been increased throughout the project, while work on RBMPs has led to the 
formalisation of the approach in the water code, which will aid implementation. The Pripyat 
and Dnieper RBMPs are reflected in national programmes. The new draft National Water 
Strategy to 2030 developed under the project (including the SEA procedures) is pending 
approval and the pilot projects on the Uza River and on the taxation of wastewater based upon 
pollution load have been well received.   

d. Georgia noted the importance of its Association Agreement with the EU and the support of 
EUWI+ in progressing reform against the requirements and timeline of this agreement. 
Finalisation of the new law on Water Resources Management, which will be progressed for 
adoption by Parliament later in 2021, and the recommendations on economic instruments for 
surface water abstraction were noted as being important achievements under the project. The 
strengthening of the water monitoring systems, particularly biological monitoring for surface 
water and the upgrading of groundwater monitoring were reported as being significant 
achievements, while the work on RBMPs has generated knowledge and experience amongst 
stakeholders, with plans pending adoption and future plans ready for progression, as Georgia 
moves towards the 2024 deadlines in its Association Agreement.  

e. Moldova identified the progress made under EUWI+ with regard to water resources 
management and water quality, recognising that water management is one of the most 
complex elements of Moldova’s Association Agreement with the EU. It was noted that National 
Policy Dialogues have supported the positive trend in policy reform in recent years and have 
improved horizontal cooperation and awareness between line ministries and institutions. 
Progress was recorded with regard to RBMPs, surface water and groundwater monitoring and 
data management, with laboratories benefiting from support in terms of equipment and 
importantly technical assistance and re-accreditation of their Environment Agency. 
Specifically, EUWI+ support to the updating of the Water Supply and Sanitation Strategy and 
the National Programme on Implementation of the Protocol on Water and Health were noted, 
as were work on the development and approval of the Danube Black Sea first and second 
cycle RBMP and the Code of Good Agricultural Practice. Follow up work would necessarily 
focus on investment programmes and the development of sustainable infrastructure 
programmes particularly for wastewater. The intervention concluded with a tribute to the 
dedication and expertise of Victor Bujac, the much loved and respected national coordinator 
for the project who sadly passed away in November 2020.  

f. Ukraine acknowledged that EUWI+ had not been an easy project during a difficult time, noting 
the COVID-19 pandemic, but that significant progress and great accomplishment had been 
made. Referencing discussions early in the project, it was noted that the project accepted a 
significant challenge to develop the RBMP for the Dnipro, covering two thirds of Ukraine’s 
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territory. The good efforts of Ukrainian experts, stakeholders and the project team were 
acknowledged in driving this progress and achievement. In addition, work on laboratory 
upgrades were recognised and the work on pollution screening, with both activities 
demonstrating potential for replication elsewhere in Ukraine. With the Association Agreement 
having an initial timeline to 2024, a desire to continue cooperation was expressed, including 
on transboundary water cooperation.   

11. Following the country presentations, the EUWI+ team continued with the regional work programme 
achievements, including concrete progress on transboundary water management (surface, coastal 
and groundwater), capacity development and COVID monitoring. Results of the diverse 
communication activities and successful visibility work stream were also presented. These PPTs are 
also contained in Annex D. 

12. The session concluded with recognition for the cooperation that was seen under EUWI+, amongst the 
countries at the national and regional level, with political, technical and NGO stakeholders, between 
the implementing partners and with the European Commission.  

13. The work of the National Coordinators who provided a “bridge” between each beneficiary country and 
the project team with political and technical expertise was recognised and special gratitude expressed.  

Agenda Item 3: Feedback on progress and looking beyond EUWI+ 
 

14. To open session 3, interventions from partners were invited:  

a. The Eastern Partnership Civil Society Forum (EaP CSF) congratulated the six EaP countries 
on the results achieved under EUWI+. The intervention recognised progress made in river 
basin management planning, raising capacity and improving legal frameworks. Improvements 
in monitoring networks were recognised as a key step forward, as the focus must now shift to 
implementation of RBMPs and the use of quality data from accredited laboratories to influence 
target audiences. It was noted that institutions must be strengthened to support 
implementation of legislative amendments. Financing was presented as a key challenge and 
it was noted that the environment “must have a voice” in these issues to draw attention to 
water and sanitation investment needs as a priority issue. There was a call for clear roles and 
responsibilities amongst the many stakeholders involved in water resources management. 
Finally, the EaP CSF invited all line ministries and stakeholders to work together to implement 
RBMPs, to share data from monitoring to understand priorities and to reach out to the public 
to raise awareness on water management and to inform the discussion on tariff reform.  
 

b. The EMBLAS project highlighted good cooperation with EUWI+. With Georgia and Ukraine as 
key partner countries, the two projects identified and used synergies to improve monitoring 
and environmental protection in the Black Sea coastal areas. With all rivers running to the 
sea, Programmes of Measures and the use of data to identify priority interventions were 
described as much needed key future activities.  

15. DG NEAR recognised the progress achieved with the EUWI+ team and called for ownership and 
sustainability of results within countries to ensure that achievements under EUWI+ were not lost. 

16. DG NEAR informed participants of progress with a €12M follow-up project, which will continue both 
the EUWI+, and Shared Environmental Information Systems (SEIS) projects. Discussions are ongoing 
at present with a view of contracting the eventual implementing partners in September/October 2021.  

17. DG NEAR also noted the support from other EU instruments and reiterated that the new EaP economic 
and investment plan features water management as one of the key priorities. It is intended to unlock 
€750M to upgrade water supply and sanitation systems and to implement River Basin Management 
Plans in the Eastern Partnership countries. This should result in a further 3 million inhabitants to have 

https://www.slideshare.net/OECD_ENV/master-ppt-whole-project-report-2021
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access to safe drinking water and over 30% of the surface of river basins to be managed in line with 
EU standards. 

Agenda Item 4: Any Other Business and Closure 
 

18. DG NEAR invited the Steering Committee to raise items of other business.  

19. The European Bank for Reconstruction and Development (EBRD) welcomed the results achieved 
under EUWI+ in the six Eastern Partnership countries, stating that the project’s efforts are 
complimentary to those of EBRD, and will serve to enable future water and sanitation investments in 
EaP countries. In particular, EBRD recognised the work on updating technical water monitoring 
capabilities in line with EU requirements and on tariff frameworks and affordability as being relevant, 
noting EBRD’s 2019 Environmental and Social Policy and the EU substantive standards which 
investments must be aligned with. The EBRD intends that by 2025, over 50% of its investments will 
support the green economy transition and from 2022, new investment projects must be aligned with 
the principles of the Paris Agreement on Climate Change. The EBRD reported that in 2020 it became 
a signatory to the Sustainable Blue Economy Finance Principles which are the benchmark for 
supporting the sustainable ocean economy. Two multi-lateral funds managed by the Bank were 
highlighted, which have been accessed in the past by some of the EaP countries for wastewater 
projects and mitigation of eutrophication: Northern Dimension Environmental Partnership (NDEP) 
(accessed by Belarus) and the Eastern Europe Energy Efficiency and Environmental Partnership 
(E5P) (accessed by all EaP countries, with water sector projects being implemented currently in 
Ukraine and Belarus).  

20. DG NEAR thanked participants for their active engagement throughout the project and participation in 
this meeting and closed the Fourth EUWI+ Regional Steering Committee meeting. 

 

ANNEXES 
 
Annex A: Annotated Agenda (via hyperlink) 
Annex B: List of participants (via hyperlink) 
Annex C: EUWI+ Overview (via hyperlink) 
Annex D: EUWI+ Progress Report PowerPoint (via hyperlink) 
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https://www.slideshare.net/OECD_ENV/oecd-euwi-overview
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	DRAFT SUMMARY RECORD of the fourth European UNION Water Initiative Plus (EUWI+) REGIONAL STEERING COMMITTEE MEETING
	6 july 2021, virtual format
	ANNEXES

